
 

 

 

 

European Goodwill Cup 

A survey for homeless animals by municipality Veliko Tarnovo, 

Bulgaria 

The first homeless animal was herded home. So in one sentence can be summarized a 

problem that exists in our country more than 130 years. According to historical sources, after 

the liberation in Sofia there were dozens of stray dogs. It was the same situation in many other 

cities in the Balkans. And while at that time in Istanbul discussed the possibility of castration 

of stray dogs in Sofia governor Todor Burmov issue talking about extermination of dogs that 

have owners. This remains the official policy until the end of 2006 when the mass 

extermination of stray dogs in Sofia is suspended. 

Why the destruction of homeless animals does not work? 

The number of homeless animals depend on food resources and space, which is suitable for 

habitation. Even destroyed a large part of the population of stray animals, it will quickly 

recover to the extent that there may be food in available and free territories. The life of a street 

dog or cat anyway is relatively short - rarely more than 4-5 years, most animals did not live 

and a year old. On the other hand - the physical destruction of the animals concerned the 

causes of stray animals - a high number of abandoned animals, bad collection, abandoned and 

desolate areas that are convenient for asylum. 

What is the solution? 

In the presence of an existing population of stray animals, the decision involves a few simple 

steps: 



 

 

 

Mass neutering of stray animals available - up to 75-80% of castrated animals within as you 

can in a short period Controlling breeding, trade and keeping of pet dogs and cats. It should 

include a ban on the breeding and trading outside the official canine and feline clubs, 

identification of a recording of all domestic animals, collecting the taxes from their owners 

and promoting the neutering of dogs and cats; Improving the urban environment - waste 

collection only in designated for locations and regular transportation, improvement of 

deserted spaces; Stimulating the adoption of homeless animals. 

Shelters decision they are? 

Given that the above measures are not implemented, the effectiveness of shelters is the same 

as that of the massacre - they help to remove the animals from the street, but not to eradicate 

the causes of their occurrence. 

The last trend to gradually reduce the number of homeless dogs in Veliko Tarnovo, shows a 

report prepared by the experts of the "Four Paws". However, the number of homeless cats is 

increasing. According to the data, homeless dogs are proportionally distributed in different 

neighborhoods and areas of the city. For the first time in Veliko Tarnovo was prepared a 

comprehensive report based on established methodology, the number of stray dogs in the city 

and the municipality. It was made at the request of Municipality Veliko Tarnovo and is 

provided for the purpose of successfully managing and dealing with the problem of stray 

dogs. 

According imprecise census a few years ago, homeless dogs were about 2 000. At present 

throughout the municipality, according to a precise and well-established methodology, the 

number is 325. The report shows that the main reason for the existence of a new homeless 

animals is lack of control over domestic dogs and cats. On one hand includes control over 

their free movement, on the other - on their reproduction. Control is the responsibility of both 

the owners and the local and central authorities. Responsibility of each owner is not allowing 

his pet to leave the place where it has grown, and not to be reproduced, provided that they can 

not be made adequate care for his offspring. n most cases, the influx of pet animals from the 

house to the street is favored in areas where the control of the owners is low (mostly because 

of the low level of education or a sense of responsibility) and realization of control by local 

authorities is difficult. 



 

 

 

To establish the number of homeless animals in the municipality of Veliko Tarnovo was 

applied methodology developed by specialists of the "Four Paws", which has been 

successfully applied in many countries. This requires information about the total length of the 

road network (in km) and/or total number of residential buildings and/or number of streets. 

The data filled in a questionnaire, after summarizing the homeless animals with  formula. To 

calculate the final number of cats the result is further multiplied by a factor of 1.3. Census of 

homeless dogs and cats in the municipality of Veliko Tarnovo was conducted between 18 - 

11/22/2013. This involved two teams of the "Four Paws". Besides the town Veliko Tarnovo, 

the census covered eight other settlements - Kilifarevo and Debelets, cities and villages 

Arbanassi, Ledenik, Shemshevo, Sheremetya, Malak Chiflik and Belyakovets. The counting 

was done in the morning  and afternoon . For the time of the census were traveled 297 km of 

the total road network. In the town of Veliko Tarnovo were covered 196 km, most of them on 

foot. According to data provided by the department "Ecology" at the Municipality of Veliko 

Tarnovo, the total road network of the city amounted to 231.1 km. On 196 km. road network 

were counted 275 dogs and 502 cats, the total number of homeless animals in the city of 

Veliko Tarnovo from the census period are calculated 325 dogs and 771 cats. The number of 

homeless dogs neutered is between 146 and 340, or between 30 and 70% of the total 

population of all stray dogs. Overall, the number of homeless animals is within the normal 

range for the country, according to the report. 

The low number of homeless dogs, can be considered to be one of the reasons for the 

increased number of homeless cats. We can not talk about the overpopulation of stray dogs or 

cats, as their total number per 100 inhabitants was 1.5 (Experts says that overpopulation 

occurs in the case that the total number of stray dogs is 1:10 compared to the population). 

Typically, there are no separate large packs. It is noteworthy the fact that the main 

concentration of homeless cats are in the central part of the city. There are cases of dogs that 

are let loose a walk in front of  the houses or blocks, which is a further prerequisite for 

increasing the population of homeless dogs. Based on surveys of the population of homeless 

animals in the municipality of Veliko Tarnovo and in connection with its reduction of "Four 

Paws" recommend a control environment which includes mainly regular waste collection and 

disposal.  Another recommendation is control over domestic dogs and cats. According to the 

experts we should intensify work on registration of our pet and regular collection of municipal 

taxes from the owners. Imposing a better identification system (microchip) and entering the 

data into an electronic database will ensure control over the flow of animals from the house to 



 

 

 

the street and the opportunity for a more complete analysis of the factors influencing the 

population of homeless dogs.  

With data provided by the municipality of Veliko Tarnovo for the period from 2008 to 2013 

are castrated 6132 stray animals, 5707 are dewormed, 5484 - vaccinated and 74 were adopted. 

Happy that a neutered cats over the years amid numerous population. To achieve high results 

in the short term should not be relied on not only mass castration of homeless dogs but also 

cats. Good shelter activities by municipal structure or cooperation with NGO for animal 

protection will also help to limit the flow of animals from the house to the street - in cases of 

abandoned cats and dogs whose owners can not care for them or have died . Organizing an 

annual census of homeless animals, which take into account the number of neutered is a good 

way to assess the current status of the population and results of operations in its management. 

In order to take better account of the treated dogs and cats is required carrying a clearly 

visible and permanent marking, as recommended method in dogs is through the ear tag with a 

serial number and microchip and cats - tattoo and docking of the tip of the ear. Practice shows 

that the society perceives better treated animals when they are clearly marked, the report says. 

 

 THE CHRISTMAS MARKET CHARITY CHALET 

HELPING THE HOMELESS ANIMALS OF VT  

 

 

 

In the Marno Pole Christmas Market in Veliko Tarnovo opens on December, 1
st
. It 

will comprise of 25 chalets offering various goods and you can visit it every day from 10 am 

will 8 pm. One of these chalets will be raising funds for a charity. It will be called Charity 

Chalet of Friends of Animals VT. 

http://vt-today.com/visit-the-charity-chalet-helping-homeless-animals-at-the-christmas-market-in-vt/
http://vt-today.com/visit-the-charity-chalet-helping-homeless-animals-at-the-christmas-market-in-vt/
http://i2.wp.com/vt-today.com/wp-content/uploads/624-400-veliko-tyrnovo.jpg


 

 

 

 

 

There you can donate money and food for the stray animals of Veliko Tarnovo; you 

can also donate blankets, bedding and toys for the dogs in the Municipality Shelter. For each 

donation you will receive a small gift of gratitude. The gifts include calendars with pictures of 

the dogs from the shelter, fridge magnets with cats, souvenirs and Christmas baubles. The 

Charity Chalet is the first on the left after the one of Santa Claus. 

If it is more convenient for you can purchase dog or cat food from one of the vet clinics or pet 

shop in VT and leave it there. Then just drop by the Chalet and let the people there know what 

you’ve bought and from where and it will be collected from there. 

The activity of the Charity Chalet of Friends of Animals VT was made possible by the kind 

sponsorship of our friends from Yantra Homes, Hadji Nikoli Inn and Wild Rovers 4×4 who 

promptly responded to Friends of Animals VT plea for help. 
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